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Overview of Topics:
• Role of ACCJC
• 2024 Accreditation Standards
• Midterm Report
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The Role of ACCJC

• Authorized by the U.S. Department of Education 
as a reliable authority on the quality of education

• Allowing institutions of higher education access to 
federal financial aid

• Working collegially with member institutions to advance 
educational quality

• Sets institutional policy that is aligned with 
federal regulations and good practice in 
accreditation and peer review

• Decision-making body regarding the accredited 
status of member institutions
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ACCJC’s Member Institutions
Similar Educational Purpose

• Primary mission centered on 
granting associate degrees

Diverse Structures & Cultures
• Public & private
• Non-profit & for-profit
• Parochial & vocational
• Urban & rural
• Range of sizes 
• Range of organizational structures
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ACCJC’s Mission and Values

ACCJC supports its member institutions to 
advance educational quality and student 
learning and achievement. This collaboration 
fosters institutional excellence and continuous 
improvement through innovation, self-analysis, 
peer review, and application of standards.
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ACCJC’s Accreditation Cycle
Types of reports submitted during the cycle:

• Institutional Self-Evaluation Report (ISER)
(Required for all members every 7 years and moving to an 8-year 
cycle as institutions are reaffirmed with new Standards)

• Follow-Up Reports
(Only when required by the Commission)

• Midterm Reports
(Required for all members 4th year after comprehensive review)

• Annual Report and Annual Fiscal Report 
(Required for all members on an annual basis)

• Substantive Change
(Required for all members under specific circumstances)
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Principles Guiding the New Standards
• Align with Commission’s Eligibility Requirements, policies, and values
• Reflect current norms and practices within US higher education
• Focus on outcomes and improvement rather than processes
• Reflect the diversity of ACCJC member institutions 
• Use clear language and minimize redundancies
• Balance accountability and improvement
• Emphasize equity and inclusion
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Overview of Major Changes in the Standards 

FROM  TO

Repetitive and siloed  Streamlined and holistic

“do you have a process”  “what are the results, and how do you use them”

Narrative required for everything  Some documentation provided via checklist

120 Standards (127 for multi-college districts)  30 Standards for all colleges
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Structure and Format of 2024 Accreditation 
Standards

• Accreditation Standard: statement of quality education
• Review Criteria: elaborate on what one would expect in light of standard
• Possible Sources of Evidence: suggestions on what could include
• Required Documentation: mandatory and required to include 
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Apply the Standard: What do they mean?
Standard 2.9: 
(Student Success) 
The institution conducts systematic review and assessment to ensure the quality of 
its academic, learning support, and student services programs and implement 
improvements and innovations in support of equitable student achievement. (ER 
11, ER 14)
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Standard 2.9 Review Criteria:
• The institution follows established processes that include analysis of data related to 

student learning (i.e., outcomes assessment results) and achievement (e.g., course 
completions and degree/certificate completions), disaggregated for student 
subpopulations and/or learning modalities as appropriate.

• Faculty and other educators engage in dialogue about learning and achievement 
data, disaggregated for student subpopulations and/or learning modalities as 
appropriate, in order to guide program improvement and curriculum development, 
address achievement gaps, and inform institutional goalsetting.

• The institution’s dialogue about disaggregated learning and achievement data 
informs institutional goal-setting.
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Standard 2.9 Possible Sources of Evidence:
• Documentation of processes for design and evaluation of curriculum
• Documentation of processes for program review and outcomes assessment, 

including consideration of how disaggregated data are incorporated, analyzed, and 
used for improvement

• Examples of completed reviews and/or assessments outlining how results inform 
improvements in curriculum design, service delivery, and/or teaching and learning 
practices to support equitable achievement
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Submit
Required

Documentation

Standard 2 (Student Success) – Required 
Documentation:
(select excerpts below – go to website for full list)

• Documentation of minimum degree requirements (60 units for AA, 120 units 
for BA)

• Documentation that the official catalog provides information regarding the 
purpose, content, requirements, and expected learning outcomes of degree 
and certificate programs

• Documentation showing how the institution distinguishes pre-collegiate 
curriculum from college-level curriculum (if applicable)

• Documentation of compliance with Federal standards for clock-to-credit hour 
conversions (if applicable)
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New Resources to Support the Changes

ACCJC ACCREDITATION 
HANDBOOK

REPORT TEMPLATES WITH 
EMBEDDED GUIDANCE

ONLINE CERTIFICATION 
MODULES FOR PEER REVIEWERS
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Leveraging your Midterm Report to transition to 
2024 Accreditation Standards
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Midterm Report 
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Midterm Report 
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Midterm Report 
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Midterm Report 
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Midterm Report 
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The self-evaluation is an opportunity

• Reflect on your mission
• Who do you serve?
• How well do you serve them? 
• How do you know? 

• Share your story
• What are your success stories?
• How are you advancing equitable outcomes?
• Where are you learning and innovating?

• Plan for your future
• How are your students’ needs changing?
• Where can you adapt and improve? 
• What is your vision for the next cycle?
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Thank you! 
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